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What Do You Know About UNOS? 



UNOS 
United Network for Organ Sharing 





What is the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS)? 
 

 

a.Federal agency created under NOTA of 1984 

 

b.Independent agency with collective state support 

 

c.Private, not-for-profit organization 

 

d.“Federally-chartered instrumentality of the United States” 



 
  Established OPTN 
 
  Authorized formation of OPOs 

National Organ Transplant Act, 1984 



The Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network 

Two goals: 
 
 
 1.  To increase efficiency of organ sharing and equity in the 
  national system of organ allocation (fairness) 
 
 
 2.  To increase supply of donated organs for transplant 

The Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network 



Transplant Centers    256 
Organ Procurement Organizations   58 
Histocompatability Labs    154 
Medical Professional Scientific Organizations  26 
 

Membership 

The Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network 

The Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network 
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What is UNOS? 
 
Private, not-for-profit organization 
Contracted to run the OPTN 
Assumed OPTN contract in 1986 
Requires contract renewal every 4 years 



www.unos.org 
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UNOS Regions 



OPOs in the United States 



Donor Service Areas 





www.core.org 





MELD Score = 
 
0.957 x Loge(creatinine mg/dL) + 0. 378 x 
Loge(bilirubin mg/dL) + 1.120 x Loge (INR) + 0.643  



Status 1A Regional 
 
MELD >35      Regional 

 
MELD 15-34 Local 
   Regional  
 
Status 1A National 
 
MELD >15 National 
 
MELD <15 Local 
   Regional 
   National 

Liver Allocation in the United States 



Status 1A Regional 
 
MELD >35      Regional 

 
MELD 15-34 Local 
   Regional  
 
Status 1A National 
 
MELD >15 National 
 
MELD <15 Local 
   Regional 
   National 

Liver Allocation in the United States 



Average MELD Scores at Time of Transplant by Donor Service Area, 2011 
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